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Field Trip Schedule
CNMAS trips p repa red  by  Celestyn B rozek

Check http://www.newmexicoaudubon.org/cnmas/trips.htmlfor morefield 
trips and updates. ALW AYS check with the leader before the trip.

��'�������������!#$��������/��,0�'���)�'�
Meet at 7:00 AM on the south side of the Dion’s Pizza in 
Four Hills shopping center. We will carpool from there. Bring 
food and drink. Wear sunscreen. The trail to the site is 1.5+ 
mile long and includes 1000 feet elevation gain. We will take 
about 2 hours to reach the site watching the resident birds and 
early migrants along the way. We will eat lunch at the site and 
come down mid-afternoon or later if the group wishes. If the 
weather is bad the alternative date is Sunday, April 19. Contact 
the leader, Pat Franklin, about possible changes: 228-8813 
(cell) and 856-7443 (home).

��'������������$�0�'���1�����
Meet at 6:30 AM behind the Albuquerque Hawthorn Suites 
(NW corner of Gibson and University Blvd) or at 7:45 AM at 
the McDonald’s in Socorro, NM. This will be a day trip in 
search of spring warblers, vireos, tanagers, woodpeckers, etc. 
Dress appropriately, bring food, snacks, water, hat and 
sunscreen. Contact Sei Tokuda at 266-2480 or e-mail 
stokuda@juno.com for further information.

������������!�$�2�������'�������)���'�������������'
Meet at the McDonald’s in Moriarty at 7:00 AM. We will 
bird at Quarai for migrating warblers and other birds. Bring a 
lunch and we can picnic at the conclusion of the trip. This will 
be a half day trip. Please contact Jim Mosley by e-mail 
fF1964@msn.com before the trip for further information.

������������!3$�4�����1���'�
Meet in Clayton at the Eklund Hotel at 7:00 AM. We will 
carpool from this location north to explore areas in central 
Union County including 
Corrumpa Creek and 
Clayton Lake SP. We will 
be seeing a variety of 
migrant species and hope 
to find something 
unusual, but grassland and 
riparian birds will be for 
certain. Likely eastern 
migrants will include 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
and Swainson’s Thrush, 
but there are many more 
possibilities. The trip will consist of walking, mostly easy and 
some driving of at least 50 miles round trip.
Hotel possibilities include the Eklund (expensive but historic) 
and the Holiday Motel (not historic but reasonable). Those 
wishing to bird the afternoon before should contact 
Christopher Rustay at 414-0342.

��'�������5����!6$�7�����������'�'��8��,
To carpool meet at the Four Hills shopping center west of 
Tramway on Central in the parking lot north of Hollywood

Video at 7:00 AM. Directions: east on 1-40 for 65 miles, 
then north on Highway 3 for 20 miles. We will be birding 
all along Highway 3. The target birds will be Cassin’s 
Sparrows, Bullock’s Orioles and Yellow Warbler. Very 
little walking will be involved. Bring lunch. There is a 
$5.00 entrance fee to the park if you don’t have a state 
parks pass. We should be back in Albuquerque by 3:00 
PM. Contact Rebecca Gracey at 242-3821 or e-mail 
mrgracey@earthlink.net for more information.

Weekend Bird W alks a t the  

Rio Grande Nature Center State Park

Meet on Saturday and Sunday at 8:30 a.m. during March,
April and May. There is a $3 parking fee if you do not have a 
state parks pass or a Friends of the Rio Grande Nature Center 
parking pass. Call 344-7240 or visit www.rgnc.org

Thursday Birders Field Trip Schedule

Check http://www.newmexicoaudubon.org/cnmas/trips.htmlfor morefield 

trips and updates. ALW AYS check with the leader b fibre the trip.

������!�$�7����'����������0�����9��1�����'�����9�����'��  
 ���)�����������)��'��������:�����'����������
With Ray Baker: 331-2952
Meet at the Four Hills shopping center north of Hollywood 
Video at 9:15 and drive the short distance to the school on 
Copper between Tramway and Chelwood. Ray says that you 
will be amazed at the collection. Our host and the taxidermist 
of the collection is retired teacher Wayne Prentice. A 
suggested donation of $3 will be collected to aid in helping 
with the costs of adding new specimens to the collection.
Coffee afterwards at Einstein’s Bagels in the Four Hills 
shopping center.

������!�$�(���;��������'����1��'��
With Marge Williams: 262-1646, margiewl2@aol.com 
Meet at 9:00 a.m. in the Nature Center parking lot at the end 
of Candelaria N.W. There is a $3 parking fee if you do not 
have a State Parks pass or Friends of the RGNC pass.

�������"$�/�,��'���9��'����)��'�'��������9�1������<��)'��9  
%������=
With Roger Grimshaw: 407-319-0280, rpgbirds@aol.com
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Central N ew  Mexico Audubon Society assumes no responsibility fo r  
injuries, personal or otherwise, incurred while attending society- 

sponsored activities and w ill not be held liable fo r  such accidents. You 
attend a t your own risk.

A ll Central N ew  Mexico Audubon Society meetings and field  trips 

are open to the public.
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Birdathon... continuedfrom jrnge 1

dollar, ten dollars a species! Or ask for a flat amount. Either 
way, we appreciate you and them. AND we’ll get back to folks 
with our CNMAS “Thank You” at the end of the event. If you, 
too, want to send your sponsors a bird list or a paragraph 
describing your day and the fun you had, that’s another great 
way to share your enthusiasm and to make your friends not just 
supporters, but loyal fans. It’s also fun to come up with a fun/ 
silly/descriptive/innovative team name-but I think “Beaks, 
Feet, and Feathers” is taken!

Oh, and for the details: Birdathon contribution checks 
should be made out to CNMAS, with “Birdathon Team So- 
and-So” written in the “for” line.

Good luck, have fun, and collect $$$—Wings Away!

The Thursday B irders B irdathon
Team leaders Cheri Orwig and Sei Tokuda will be going to 
Bitter Lake NWR in Roswell and Rattlesnake Springs outside 
of Carlsbad. The group will start at 10:00 a.m. Thursday, May 
7 at Bitter Lake in the parking lot near the resident ranger’s 
house. We will overnight in Carlsbad and the Birdathon will 
end at 10 a.m. Friday, May 8 in Carlsbad. Call Cheri at 
994-2685 or e-mail cherio47@yahoo.com if you wish to be on 
the Thursday Birders Birdathon Team. She will arrange car 
pooling and provide a list of accommodations. Since the 
Birdathon is a fund-raising event for CNMAS, a minimum 
contribution of $10.00 is required from each participant.

Celestyn Brozek's B irdathon
Celestyn and his group will spend 24 hours birding in Water 
Canyon, Socorro, and the Bosque del Apache area sometime 
in May. This is a closed team, but we will provide our 
supporters with a detailed report and a photo card. Please, 
participate in our adventure by donating to CNMAS. We 
appreciate greatly your contributions!

Central New Mexico Audubon Society
B ird in g  F o r P o l ta rs

Circle your pledge &�

Audubon can WIN!

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY & ZIP

PHONE

For every bird�
species the team�
identifies during�
Birdathon,�
CNMAS benefits!

100 250 500

$1

oIDC
M $5

$750 $10

OC
M

Or if you are feeling�
extra generous,�

fill in youi Birdathon�
pledge here

$

EMAIL
THIS PLEDGE C A U S E  DESIGNATED FO R  TE A W �
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Thursday Birders... continuedfrom page 3

Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the trail head. Copper is just north of 
Central. It will be a two mile walk and it will probably end 
around 11:00 a.m.

April 2: Pena Blanca and Cochiti Lake
With Rebecca Gracey: 242-3821, mrgracey@earthlink.net 
Meet at 8:00 a.m. behind the Village Inn in the Far North 
shopping center on the north east side of the San Mateo and 
Academy intersection. Lunch afterwards in Bernalillo at The 
Range Cafe.

April 9: Bosque del Apache NWR
With Mary Lou Arthur: 299-2565, marylarthur@yahoo.com 
Meet at 7:30 a.m. behind the Hawthorn Suites on Gibson and 
University. This is an all day trip. Bring lunch.

April 16: Bernardo Wildlife Refuge
With Judy Liddell: 271-0912, jliddell5@earthlink.net 
Meet at 8:30 a.m. behind the Hawthorn Suites on Gibson and 
University. Lunch in Belen near the Belen Marsh at The 
Sheriff s Posse restaurant.

April 23: Belen Marsh and Whitfield Wildlife Conservation 
Area in Belen
With Linda Heinze: 565-1441, manzanogal@gmail.com 
Meet at 8:30 a.m. behind the Hawthorn Suites on Gibson and 
University or 9:00 behind the Taco Bell in Belen. (Take exit 
195 from 1-25. Go east one mile.)

April 30: Manzano pond and Quarai National Monument
With Bonnie Long: 379-1985, cantrade_l@yahoo.com 
Meet at 8:00 a.m. in the Four Hills shopping Center north of 
Hollywood Video or at 8:50 a.m. at the junction of Highway 
337 and Highway 55. Bring lunch.

May 7 & 8: The Birdathon
With Sei Tokuda and Cherri Orwig: 994-2685, 
cherio47@yahoo.com - see announcement, left.

May 14: Box and Water Canyons west of Socorro
With Karen and Gary Boettcher: 281-6726, 
nmkestrel@yahoo.com
Meet at 7:00 a.m. behind the Hawthorn Suites on Gibson and 
University. Bring lunch.

May 21: The plains around Stanley, NM
With Rebecca Gracey: 242-3821, mrgracey@earthlink.net 
We hope to see Long-billed Curlews, Lark Buntings, 
Burrowing Owls, and Mountain Plovers. Meet at 7:00 a.m. in 
the Four Hills shopping center north of Hollywood Video. 
Lunch in Moriarty at Los Anayas restaurant.

May 28: Visit Lou Feltz’s cabin on Thompson Ridge above 
La Cueva in the Jemez Mountains
With Lou Feltz: 856-1322, lvfeltz@comcast.net
Meet at 7:00 a.m. in the Far North shopping center on San
Mateo and Academy behind the Village Inn. Bring lunch.

mailto:marylarthur@yahoo.com
mailto:jliddell5@earthlink.net
mailto:manzanogal@gmail.com
mailto:cantrade_l@yahoo.com
mailto:cherio47@yahoo.com
mailto:nmkestrel@yahoo.com
mailto:mrgracey@earthlink.net
mailto:lvfeltz@comcast.net
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BIRD FIELD MARKS
Black Phoebe B lack  w ith  w h ite �

belly.

Say’s Phoebe P each  belly, d a rk �

tail.

Ash-throated Light th roat, p a le

Flycatcher ye llow  belly, rusty �

w ings and  tail.

Western Wood Dark , w ith ves t

Pewee ; bu ttoned  a t top

Olive-sided Dark , w ith -

Flycatcher i unbu ttoned  vest.

BEHAVIOR HABITAT
P e rch es  low. s N e a r  water.

P e rch es  low. s In dry, open  a reas .

P e rch es  low. Varied , o ften  dry �

area .

P e rch es  in m iddle �

of tree

* W ooded  a re a s .

P e rch es  on  d ead �

tip  o f h ighest tree .

C on ife r fo res t.

SEASON VOICE
Som e  all year. ; “P e e -w e e , p ee - �

w ee".

S om e  all year. > P la in tiv e , dow n - �

s lu rred  “P e e e e r '

Not in w inter. •'Ka-brick''.

N o t in w inter. R ough , d escend ing �

whis tle .

No t in w inter. ‘ Q u ick , T H R E E �

b e e rs ”.

hunts in the shady middle of trees in wooded, sometimes 
riparian, areas. It shows the least contrast of our five 
flycatchers. It is not here in winter. Its song is a rough, 
descending whistle, which it sometimes sings all day long.

Our last flycatcher is Olive-sided Flycatcher, which is 7- 
inches long. It has dark upper-parts and, viewed from the 
front, appears to be wearing a dark, completely unbuttoned 
vest. That is, the throat is light and the chest is dark except for 
a light strip down the middle, thus, an “unbuttoned vest”. 
Another I.D. clue: sometimes a white, cottony tuft of feathers 
is visible near the rump of a perched bird. This bird likes to 
perch on a dead tip at the top of the tallest tree in a conifer 
(evergreen) forest. It returns to the same, high perch after it 
darts out and catches a flying insect. This bird, unlike some of 
our other five birds, likes to hunt high, not near the ground. It 
is not here in winter. Its call is an insistent “pip-pip”, “pip- 
pip”. It sings three fast notes; the middle note is the highest. 
Some birders use this mnemonic for the song: “Quick, 
THREE beers!”

So if we think about our various clues, like appearance, 
behavior, habitat, season, voice, and perhaps size, we will find 
that these five flycatchers are easy to separate and identify.

Rosy-Finch Research
by Ken Schneider

The influx of the Coastal (Hepburn’s) race of Gray-crowned 
Rosy-finches at Sandia Crest, New Mexico peaked in the 
winter of 2006-07, when the Rio Grande Bird Research team 
banded 104 birds (representing over 13% of all rosy-finches 
banded that winter). The previous winter marked the first 
captures of the Hepburn’s race (5 birds) since they started 
banding in 2004. Last 
winter the percentage 
of the Hepburn’s race 
decreased to 29 birds 
(6%). This winter, as 
of February 8, they 
represent only only 6 
of the 221 captures 
(less than 3%). Little 
seems to be known 
about the fluctuations 
in species mix from one winter to another. We have seen 
unusual patterns of abundance in the Brown-capped species as 
well, both at Sandia Crest and in Estes Park, Colorado. This is 
an area ripe for research into possible factors, whether they 
may be related to climate fluctuations, local weather or habitat 
changes on breeding grounds or migratory routes, food 

supply, population pressures, and so on. Do they correlate 
with the irruptive behavior of other northern finches? 

The spreadsheets at this link <http://rosyfinch.com/ 
RosyFinchPrjct.xls > provide day-by-day banding 

statistics, compiled since 2004. Their analysis may provide 
a starting point for further research.

Seeking "Le tte r-to -the -E d ito r"  Captains

Are you interested in stepping up your efforts to protect birds 
and other wildlife? We are looking for people willing to submit 
letters to the editors of our local papers about conservation 
issues, particularly in our campaign to address global warming. 
We will provide everything you need to get started: sample 
letters, talking points, and contacts for your newspapers. If you 
are interested, e-mail audubonaction@audubon.org to receive 
special, periodic alerts just for our Captains!

Sandia Crest, 10,678'

Say’s Phoebe Black Phoebe

http://rosyfinch.com/RosyFinchPrjct.xls_
http://rosyfinch.com/RosyFinchPrjct.xls_
mailto:audubonaction@audubon.org
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7th Annual Galveston FeatherFest 

April 2 - 5
Galveston Island, Texas

Visit one of the nation’s top birding 
locations during spring migration! Join 
experienced and novice outdoor lovers to 
see some 200 species of birds and upper 
Texas coastal habitats restored or 
recovering from Hurricane Ike.

Cape May Bird Observatory 
Director Peter Dunne heads a team of 
expert naturahsts leading beach and bay excursions, field trips, 
workshops, and kayak and photography expeditions.

Live birds of prey exhibits and popular socials make this 
nature festival like no other! For info call 1-888-425-4753. 

http://www.galvestonfeatherfest.com/

Heron Lake State Park, New  Mexico  

July 1 0 - 1 2
Join Us This Summ er in Cool No rthern  

New  M exico  and  W atch  the  Ospreys Soar!

Osprey are plentiful in many areas of the United States, but 
their return to the rivers and lakes of northern New Mexico, 
after a long absence, has been exciting for both local residents 
and birders from around the country. OspreyFest 2009 at 
Heron Lake State Park celebrates their return and is designed 
to surprise and delight birders and wildlife enthusiasts of all 
ages. Whether you visit for a day, a long weekend, or plan to 
stay awhile, the beautiful Chama River valley has something 
for everyone.

Fifth Annual Ute M oun ta in -M esa  Verde  

Birding Festival -  M ay  1 4 - 1 7

Spring migrants and early nesters attract birdwatchers from 
across the nation to the Ute Mountain-Mesa Verde Birding 
Festival. Located in the Archaeological Center of America, many 
of the birding field trips visit spectacular archaeological areas 
such as Mesa Verde National Park and the Ute Tribal Park.

OspreyFest is sponsored by the Friends of Heron and El 
Vado Lakes, a non-profit organization dedicated to helping the 
staff of Heron and El Vado Lakes State Parks and the New 
Mexico State Parks Division create and maintain educational 
and recreational opportunities for the communities they serve.

Contact us! Leave a message at our message center 
(1-800-605-2411) and your call will be returned the next 
business day.

Diverse habitats from mountain high country, to river 
corridors, and rugged red rock canyons provide microcosms of 
several Colorado Plateau ecosystems providing opportunities for 
a wide variety of species. Due to the varied habitats found in

southwestern Colorado, there 
are many opportunities to look 
for raptors and owls, and both 
are the focus of special birding 
tours.

A sample of other possible 
species include Lucy’s Warbler, 
Black Phoebe, Wild Turkey, 
Western Tanager, Black- 
chinned Hummingbird, 
Roadrunner, Clark’s 
Nutcracker, Green-tailed and 
Spotted Towhee, and many 
more. Previous festival 
checklists have totaled over 100 
birds sighted.

Workshops, an art show, 
and a special dinner speaker 

round out the events for the festival weekend. Join the flock in 
the land of ancient cultures and modern day Native Americans 
for an incredible birding adventure.

http://www.utemountainmesaverdebirdingfestival.com/

http://www.ospreyfest.com/

4th B i-Annual Humm ingbird Festival

July 2 0 0 9
Lake Roberts, SW  New  M exico

Watch for the Events Schedule: 
http://www.hbnm.org/ events.htm

For Kids, for Parents, fo r Teachers -  

For the Planet! 
www .penn ies fo rth ep lane t.o rg

http://www.galvestonfeatherfest.com/
http://www.utemountainmesaverdebirdingfestival.com/
http://www.ospreyfest.com/
http://www.hbnm.org/
http://www.penniesfortheplanet.org


Name (s) 
Adults

Children (include ages)___________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________ Phone ( )____

City/State___________________________________________________________Zip.

Email

_____ YES, I  AM ATTENDING THIS FREE ALL NEW MEXICO AUDUBON GATHERING ON APRIL 4TH AND
5th at Bosque del Apache, which will include the following events:

Saturday, April 4th
• 7:30 am: Meet at Visitor’s Center for Habitat Restoration at the Bosque with U.S. Fish and Wildlife

Staff. Bring work gloves.

»10:00 am: Highlights of Audubon Chapters (in Classroom):
Mesilla, Southwestern, Central and Sangre de Cristo.

• 11:00 am: State Office updates including Strategic Plan Inquiry and Shared History.

• 12:30 pm: LUNCH BREAK. Please bring your own lunch.

• 1:30 pm: IBA’s and e-Bird Training or Audubon Education Programs presentation.

• 2:30 pm: Citizen Action and Advocacy Training.
• 3:30 pm: Break for Afternoon.

Sunday, April Sth
7:30 am: Join Christopher Rustay and David Griffin for a Bird Walk. Meet at Visitor’s Center.
10:00 am: NM Audubon Council Meeting

John James Audubon, naturalist and artist, is joining us for a dinner performance! Storyteller and author Brian “Fox” 
Ellis, in the persona of Audubon, brings history, ecology, art and literature to life in this meticulously researched 
program that celebrates the life work of one of America’s greatest artists and naturalists! www.foxtalesint.com.

----- YES, i/We would like to attend this dinner event at Socorro Springs Brewery at 5 PM
on Saturday, April 4TH for $2s/per person (please indicate number of people attending).

YES. I  WOULD LIKE TO CAMP FOR FREE AT BOSQUE DEL APACHE’S RESERVED CAMPGROUND.

Please check in at the Visitor’s Center on Friday, 5-6 pm or Saturday, 9-10 am.
We will have Audubon Membership forms available at the event.
Camp on a beautiful meadow. There are port-a-potties. No pets allowed. No RVs.
Please bring your own water; refills are available at the Visitor’s Center.

____ .NO, I WILL NOT BB CAMPING.

Here is a list of alternative lodging where we have blocked space/rooms.

• Bird Watcher’s RV Park, (505) 835-1366.10 sites reserved for $20-$23 depending on amp.
• Best Western, 1040 N. California Street, Socorro, NM, (575) 838-0556. 20 rooms reserved for April
3rd and 4th for $85/per night. (Reservations must be made at least two weeks prior to event to receive rate).

We look forward to seeingyou and celebrating Audubon together!

Please return Registration Form with full payment for dinner event to New Mexico 
Audubon, c/ o J eff Myers, P.O. Box 26927, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87125

http://www.foxtalesint.com
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CNMAS DIRECTORY

CNMAS Phone (505)255-7622 Email jmyers@peacocklaw.com 
Webpage http://www.newmexicoaudubon.org/cnmas/
CNMAS, P.O. Box 30002, Albuquerque, NM 87190-0002

PRESIDENT
Beth Hurst-Waitz 804 Guadalupe Circle NW, Alb. 87114-1710
home (505)898-8514 work (505)508-4942 fax (505)508-4998 brave_e@juno.com

VICE-PRESIDENT
Open

TREASURER
Open

SECRETARY
Cole Wolf colejwolf@comcast.net

CONSERVATION CO-CHAIRPERSONS 
ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS CO-CHAIRPERSONS 
Jeffrey Myers work (505)998-1502 jmyers@peacocklaw.com 
Cathy Pasterczyk (505)710-1468 cpasterczyk@comcast.net

EDITOR, BURROWING OWL
Pauline Turtle-Bear Guillermo (505)265-6094 turtlebear@jensenbear.com

EDUCATION & SCHOLARSHIPS COMMITTEE
Helen Haskell PO Box 36741, Alb. 87176-6741 helennm@yahoo.com
Lee Hopwood (505)898-8626 leewildbirdalq@yahoo.com
Bill Talbot cell (505)363-1041 home (505)764-8272 flamm505@yahoo.com
Lynn Lorrain Schuler onthepulse@msn.com

FIELD TRIP CHAIRPERSON
Celestyn Brozek home (505)266-9225 work (505)925-8611 cbrozek@unm.edu

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRPERSON (for change of address only) 
Ed Dover 1421 San Carlos SW, Alb. 87104-1040 (505)242-5427 
whitecliffs@comcast.net

NEW MEXICO AUDUBON COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE 
Lynn Lorrain Schuler onthepulse@msn.com

PUBLICITY CHAIRPERSON
Judy Liddell (505)271-0912 jliddell5@earthlink.net

BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE
Dianne Cress work (505)841-2586 dianne.cress@state.nm.us 
Christopher Rustay home (505)255-7786 chrustay@aol.com 
Raymond Van Buskirk, Michael Hilchey

BOSQUE DEL APACHE NWR LIAISON
Bob Merkel (575)838-2296 (Socorro) bobmerkel@zianet.com

NEW MEXICO AUDUBON COUNCIL
President - Ruth Burstrom (505)856-2901 rburstrom@aol.com

B a t  i n  T r o u b l e ?  ( T a l k i n g  T a l o n s )
Call before you intervene: 281-1133 or 281-1515

R a r e  B i r d  A l e r t
Albuquerque: Pinyonjay@aol.com
http://w w w .birder.com /birding/alert/index.htrnl
http://w w w .nm osbirds.org/hotline.htm l

R o s y  F i n c h  P r o j e c t
Fran Lusso 8c Dave W eaver, flusso@wfiibmc.edu 
http://www.rosyfinch.com /

W i l d l i f e  R e s c u e
I f  you find a sick or injured bird, call 344-2500
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